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Town/City: = Town of Eastham 


Place: (neighborhood or village): 


Photograph South Eastham 


4 fal sed 


Address: 220 Bridge Road 
Historic Name: Prince S. & Nancy Harding House 
Uses: Present: bed and breakfast inn 


Original: single-family residence 


Date of Construction: ca. 1833 


Source: deeds, vital statistics, censuses 
Style/Form: Greek Revival/2-story block 
Architect/Builder: Prince S. Harding, probable builder 


Exterior Material: 
Foundation: stone 


View from 


Wall/Trim: wood clapboard/wood 


Locus Map (north at top) 


Roof: asphalt shingle 


Outbuildings/Secondary Structures: 
Cottage, mid-20" c. 
2 lodges, late 20°" c. 
sheds 
Major Alterations (with dates): 
Chimney added northerly end, mid-20" c. 
Wings and annex (barn?) added, mid-late 20" c. 


Condition: good 
Moved: no] yesL] Date: 
Acreage: 3.167 


Setting: The property is located on a historic road among 
other 18'- and 19""-century houses. More recently, large 
lots have been subdivided with the addition of mid-20th- 
century dwellings. 


Recorded by: Kathryn Grover & Neil Larson 
Larson Fisher Associates 
Organization: Eastham Historical Commission 


Date: June 2020 


12/12 Follow Massachusetts Historical Commission Survey Manual instructions for completing this form. 
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[_] Recommended for listing in the National Register of Historic Places. 


ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION 

The Prince S. & Nancy Harding House, built ca. 1833, is a two-story wood frame single dwelling with a flat roof and widow's 
walk. Befitting a man of Harding’s wealth and status, the large house has a two-story, five-bay front fagade with wide, paneled 
corner pilasters figuratively supporting a massive Classical entablature along the roof edge, window-top cornices and a central 
entrance framed by wide pilasters and surmounted by a tall lintel (above which a pent roof has been lately added). A balustrade 
is mounted on the roof, although it is not for sure that it was an original feature. A belvedere or widow's walk is centered on the 
roof, and its authenticity also is not known; however, it is these features that has led to the belief that it was a mariner’s or 
whaler’s house. 


Side walls are finished in a manner similar to the front and contain two windows on each story consistent with the interior double- 
pile, center-hall plan providing a luxury of rooms compared to houses in the neighborhood of similar age. A chimney has been 
added to the exterior of the northerly wall; no historic chimneys remain. A two-story kitchen wing on the rear also has the same 
Greek Revival trim. A one-story sunporch was added to the southerly side, probably when the house became an inn in the 
1950s; a two-story glazed wing was added to the rear of the wing, as well as other appendages associated with its commercial 
functions, including a story-and-a-half annex, perhaps originating as a barn, attached to the house by a one-story, L-shaped 
passageway. 


A small cottage and two larger multi-unit lodges, recently built, are scattered about the middle of the property along with the 
concomitant driveways and parking areas. There are large lawns on the road frontage on both sides of the house. The rear of 
the property is wooded. 


HISTORICAL NARRATIVE 

Local historians have not determined when Bridge Road was laid out between King’s Highway and Rock Harbor, but some form 
of the road was probably in place from the mid-seventeenth century, and it appears on the 1795 Josiah Rogers map of the town. 
Rock Harbor in Orleans was a significant port in the packet trade to and from Boston, Salem, Maine, and the Canadian maritime 
provinces, and the shore west of where Bridge Road later took its turn to the north was the site of numerous saltworks until the 
mid-1800s. When the salt industry disappeared after 1840, houses to process and store fish taken in weirs in Cape Cod Bay 
replaced them. The northern part of the road was created in 1837, when the first bridge from which the road took its name was 
built over Boat Meadow Creek. The road connected with Samoset Road and at last connected Rock Harbor to Eastham center. 


The house numbered 220 Bridge Street was probably built about 1833 by carriage maker and housewright Prince S. Harding. 
He purchased the property that year from Reuben Nickerson who lived nearby at 20 Bridge Road and his sister, Elizabeth H. 
Smith. A few years earlier, she had sold Nickerson two-thirds of the house and land, of which her husband Dean Smith (1794- 
1827) died seized, as well as three-quarters of his barn, and half of his hen house, while retaining a one-third’s share for herself 
and the privilege of continuing to live in their home. In February 1833 Nickerson sold his stake in the property to Prince S. 
Harding, and in November of the same year Elizabeth Harding Smith sold her third of her late husband’s estate to him as well.' 


Elizabeth Harding Smith (1796-1877) and Prince Smith Harding (1798-1873) were the children of Ephraim Harding Jr. and Lucy 
Smith and grew up across the street at 225 Bridge Road (EAS.57) along with their younger brother Henry Harding (1806-59), 
who later lived at 85 Bridge Road (EAS.764). Her husband, Dean Smith, and Prince S. Harding had owned a meadow in 
common on Cape Cod Bay since 1821, and Harding was enumerated as a head of household in the 1830 census. 


1 Elizabeth Smith, administrator estate Dean Smith, to Reuben Nickerson, 9 October 1827, BCD 5:223; Reuben Nickerson to Prince S. 
Harding, 23 February 1833, BCD 12:148; Elizabeth Smith to Prince S. Harding, 15 November 1833, BCD 13:89. The 1995 Form B states the 
house might have been built ca. 1828 by Captain Henry Harding, a master mariner “who may also have worked as a wheelwright, carpenter, 
and postmaster later in life.” No evidence was found to substantiate that this Henry was ever a master mariner, and he wasn’t the same one 
who was later a postmaster. The narrative goes on to say the house is labeled S Harding 1858 and suggests it’s for Henry’s wife, but looking 
more closely at map it’s clearly P. S. Harding for Prince S. Harding. 
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Prince S. Harding was a carriage maker, wheelwright, and housewright, and he was a selectman, surveyor of lumber, and a 
representative to the state legislature in the late 1850s and1860s. In 1831 he married Nancy Bangs Knowles (1803-40), and the 
couple had five children—Mary B. (1824-92), Sarah C. (1826-1916), Elizabeth S. (1826-97), Henry K. (1829-92), and Prince 
Allen (1835-80). Nancy Knowles Harding died in 1840 The1850 census lists Prince Harding as a carriage maker with $750 in 
real estate, and he lived at 220 Bridge Road with his sons Henry K., a carpenter, Prince A., a shoemaker, and his daughter 
Sarah. The 1858 Eastham map attaches the name “P. S. Harding” to the property. By 1865 he was living in the house with only 
daughter Sarah; daughter Elizabeth had married Luther Hurd in 1844 and was enumerated next in that year’s state census. In 
1870 the federal census showed him with $1800 in real estate still living with his daughter Sarah; the industrial census for that 
year indicated that he did a business of $675 the year before in carriage manufacture and repair. 


In 1859 Harding might have deeded the 220 Bridge Road property along with seven other parcels to his son-in-law Luther Hurd 
and his son Prince A., who then lived in Philadelphia. Hurd died in 1865, and the year after Prince S. Harding died in 1873, his 
sister Elizabeth Smith Hurd appears to have remained in his house until she died in 1897. Prince S.’s son Henry K. Harding 
came from elsewhere back to live at 220 Bridge Street by 1880.7 In that year Hurd was living with her cousin Lena Harding (later 
Steele), her son Luther Jr. and Luther’s wife and two children. Henry K. Harding, who had married Betsy Freeman Smith by 
1855, lived at least part of the year nearby (probably here) with her and their son George M., born in 1857, and an adopted 
daughter Susie, born in 1863. According to county historian Simeon Deyo, Harding had worked with his father making carriages 
until 1864, when he moved to Tiverton, Rhode Island, and became a menhaden oil manufacturer; he and his family are listed in 
both Eastham and Tiverton censuses in 1880, and both describe Henry K. Harding as the superintendent of an oil works and his 
son as an oil factory clerk. By 1890 he had returned to his Eastham home to live full time.* 


Henry K. Harding died in 1892, and the house at 220 Bridge Road was occupied by his son George, who in 1895 married 
German immigrant Magdalena Leubert; it was the second marriage for both.’ In 1899 Harding’s widow Betsey had married 
Hinckley Lincoln of Orleans and moved there, though she continued to own the Eastham property. A 1905 Yarmouth Register 
indicates that Harding and neighbor James B. Steele both raised turnips: in July that year they were burning off land for the crop 
when the fire got out of control and required the assistance of Orleans local fire fighters to extinguish. According to the Register, 
Harding and Steele “expect to have the finest lots of turnips of any form in Eastham. 3000 bushels are expected.”° In 1900 
Harding was shown as an undertaker—like, strangely, Steele and near-neighbor Herbert D. Nickerson of 20 Bridge Street—and 
lived with his wife and her daughter Edith, from her first marriage. By 1905 Harding and his wife Magdalena had separated, and 
she lived in New York City and later Ossining, New York, with daughter Edith for most of the rest of her life; by 1910 George 
Harding was peddling meat from a cart and living at 220 Bridge Street with a housekeeper, Almeda Bush, and her six-year-old 
daughter. 


Betsey F. Smith Lincoln died in 1915, the next year son George sold his father’s 220 Bridge Road homestead to James B. 
Steele, who immediately sold it in trust to Harriet Davis of Waltham, who was to maintain it for George’s benefit for the rest of his 
life and to permit him to occupy the house as long as he could pay the charges on the mortgage.® The trust was in effect for only 
four years. In 1920 Steele as trustee sold the property, then ten acres and its buildings, to Lewis B. and Annie P. Ward of 
Brookline, who sold it five years later to Albert B. and Katherine T. Durrell of Newton; the Durrells in turn sold it less than a year 
later to Richard and Gladys A. Kent, who owned it for almost 30 years.’ 


A New York City native, Richard Kent was a draftsman and engineer and was teaching mechanical engineering at Purdue 
University when he acquired 220 Bridge Street; the Hyannis Patriot, reporting on the sale, stated, “This is the Kent’s [sic] second 
season of the Cape and they have found the country so much to their liking, we are told, that they intend to make this their 


2 Prince S. Harding to Luther Hurd, Eastham, and Prince A. Harding, Philadelphia PA 30 July 1859, BCD 69:382; Elizabeth S Hurd, Eastham, 
and Prince A Harding, New York NY, to Henry K. Harding, 2 May 1874, BCD 328:138: 
3 Simeon L. Deyo, ed.. History of Barnstable County, Massachusetts, 1620-1890 (New York: H. W. Blake, 1890), 740. 
4 Henry K. Harding’s will, dated 25 December 1875, left the money in his various bank accounts to George and Susie and the rest of his 
property to his wife Betsey. 
5 “Eastham,” Yarmouth Register, 20 July 1895, 1. 
® George M. Harding, executor will Betsey F. Lincoln, to James B. Steele, 16 December 1916, BCD 354:98; James B. Steele to Harriet B. 
Davis, Waltham, 18 December 1916, BCD 346:172 and BCD 350:464. 
7 James B. Steele, trustee, to Lewis B. and Annie P. Ward, 3 November 1920, BCD 375:401; Lewis B. and Annie P. Ward, Brookline, to Albert 
B. and Katherine V. T. Durrell, Newton, 1 October 1925, BCD 426:247; Albert B. and Katherine V. T. Durrell, Brookline, to Richard and Gladys 
A. Kent, Lafayette IN, 2 August 1926, BCD 439:116. 
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home.”® By June 1927 Kent had resigned from Purdue and had begun a poultry farm on his Eastham property; he built “modern 
hen houses” in September of that year. But by 1930 the Kents were spending winters in Clayton, Missouri, and rented the 220 
Bridge Road property to the family of Henry Beston, author of the well-known Cape Cod chronicle, The Outermost House 
(1928).° 


In August 1952 the Kents held an estate auction at the 220 Bridge Road house, and in December 1953 they sold the property to 
Ulysses G. and Helene M. MacNeill of Andover, Connecticut.’° The MacNeills owned the property for twenty years and ran it as 
an inn called Whalewalk Farm. The 220 Bridge Street property has changed hands often since then but has consistently been 
operated as an inn or bed and breakfast, known in 2020 as Whalewalk Inn and Spa and owned by Tandem Ride LLC." 
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11 Richard and Gladys A. Kent, Clayton MO, to Ulysses G. and Helene M. MacNeill, Andover CT, 10 December 1953, BCD 861:232; Ulysses 
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Bridge Rd, trustees Whalewalk Inn Realty Trust, to Kevin J. and Elaine Conlin, trustees Kevin J. and Elaine A. Conlin Revocable Trust, 
Scottsdale AZ, 19 April 2001, BCD 13743:166; Kevin J. and Elaine A. Conlin, trustees Kevin J Conlin and Elaine A Conlin Revocable Trust, to 
Tandem Ride LLC, 200 Bridge Road, 27 April 2018, BCD 31228:259. The 220 Bridge Road house is shown on Lot 1 of “Subdivision Plan in 
Eastham Mass.,” May 1961, BCP 162:135. 
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Fig.1: The 1961 MacNeill plan shows the house, its wings and outbuildings on the current 3.167-acre lot 
marked Parcel 1 (BCP 162:135). 
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PHOTOGRAPHS 


(credit Larson Fisher Associates, 2019 unless otherwise noted) 
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View of house from south showing street front and annex attached to rear of house by L-shaped passageway. 
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View of house from NE. 
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View of annex from SE. 
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View of cottage from SW. 
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View of Lodge #2 from west. 


View of Lod 
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